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Running Wild
Want to know who the best running 
backs from the West side are this 
season? VYPE has assembled a 
collection of running backs any team 
in Oklahoma would be lucky to have 
on their squad. This group is talented, 
fast and ready to run!

Mr. Smith
Blaine Smith played football for the 
Blanchard Lions when he suffered a 
career ending injury, but that was his 
career in football. His baseball career 
is just getting started. 

Jitterbugs
Started two decades ago, the 
Jitterbugs are once again back on the 
top of the fastpitch softball mountain. 
Known for winning tournaments and 
sending girls to play in college, the 
Jitterbugs are turning heads and 
looking pretty in pink.

D1 Factory Inc.
Millwood is consistently good 
in football, but this season they 
fi eld a team that could compete 
against teams twice their size. The 
confi dence level is high and the 
factory is putting out a great product.

Heating Up
The Duncan Demons are ready to 
light the 2010 season on fi re. With 
three of the more sought after recruits 
in Oklahoma, the Demons are loaded 
with talent and will be a force in Class 
5A.

Next Month...
The 2010 season has kicked off and VYPE is there to 
cover all the action.

5454

4848

4444

4040

3434

Trinity Media Group, LLC
8282 S. Memorial Dr. Ste. 300 •  Tulsa, OK 74133 

All rights reserved.
 

Editor-in-Chief
Austin Chadwick

Editorial Director
Brad Heath

Market Sales Director
Mark Lockhart

Associate Editor
Steve Braun

Creative Director
Chance Calvert

Graphic Design 
Leah Weigle

Josh Hollander

Contributing Writers
Rick Allen, Steve Braun, Wayne Bunch, Austin 

Chadwick, Rod Coulter, Shae Hedrick, Brad Heath, 
Bill Huddleston, Mark Lockhart

Photographers
Brad Heath, GSmithstudios.net, Jerry Palmer, Wes 

Sharp, Brett Rojo, Rip Stell, Kirk Wells

Senior Sales Representative
Steve Marshall
Bill Huddleston
Cheryl McCorkle

Shae Hedrick
Amber Lee

Intern
Stephanie Hawkins

Cover Photo
Rip Stell

Clipart
iclipart.com, shutterstock.com

Contact:
Website: www.VYPE.com

Digital Magazine: www.VYPE.com
Editor: editor.easternoklahoma@VYPE.com

Advertising: sales.easternoklahoma@VYPE.com
Comments & Feedback: letters.easternoklahoma@

VYPE.com
Phone: 918.495.1771

Fax: 918.495.1787
Franchising: 800.614.8061

Subscriptions: 918.495.1771

VYPE is published monthly by Trinty Media Group, 
LLC. Reproductions in whole or in part without 
permission are prohibited. VYPE is not responsible 
for the return of unsolicited artwork, photography 
or manuscripts and will not be responsible 
for holding fees or similar charges. All digital 
submissions and correspondence will become 
property of  VYPE.
Editorial Disclaimer
All rights reserved.  For editorial matters, please 
contact the editor.  The views of contributing 
writers do not necessarily reflect the policies of  
VYPE nor that of the publishers.
VYPE has a clear commitment to inviting and 
publishing corrections of fact and clarifying errors 
of context. Corrections of errors and mistakes are 
a necessity in obtaining credibility in the magazine. 
VYPE supports and encourages our staff and 
contributing writers and photographers to make 
any potential error known to our editor.
Advertising Disclaimer
All rights reserved.  The views and opinions of  
VYPE advertisers does not reflect that of  VYPE 
High School Sports Magazine.  In accordance with 
the NCAA Bylaws, VYPE and its advertisers have 
complied in all advertisements present in VYPE.

For available franchise markets call 1.800.614.8061



F E A T U R E
H

I
G

H
 

S
C

H
O

O
L

 
S

P
O

R
T

S
 
 
::

 
A

U
G

U
S

T
 
2

0
1

0
 
 
::

 
 V

Y
P

E
.
C

O
M

40



F E A T U R E
 

 V
Y

P
E

.
C

O
M

 
 ::

 
A

U
G

U
S

T
 
2

0
1

0
 ::

 
 H

I
G

H
 

S
C

H
O

O
L

 
S

P
O

R
T

S

41

By Brad Heath | Photos by Kim Hough

he stadium lights are 
shining down on the 

field, but the crowd is 
silent and the band has 
stopped playing. Players 

are on one knee and coaches have 
removed their headsets. Some 
of the cheerleaders have their 
hands over their mouths and a few 
football players refuse to look up. 
A circle of people has formed on 
the field. A huddle of a different 
kind. One player, motionless, lies 
on the field, his future uncertain. 
As they load him onto a backboard 
and eventually a stretcher the 
crowd begins to come to life. Trying 
to encourage the young man to 
fight whatever he’s about to face. 
Moments later a whistle blows and 
play continues. 

It’s a scene played out across America 
on any given Friday night, but for 
Blaine Smith from Blanchard it 
was seemingly the end of his career 
and his future. On a goal line stand, 
Smith went in for a tackle and 
fractured the C5 and C6 vertebrae 
in his neck. The injury left him 
motionless and crippled on the 
field. “I had moved to the top of the 
stands at the 50-yard line so I didn’t 

have a direct view of the play, but 
you know when it’s your kid on the 
field. I knew it was him because of 
his shoes and socks,” said Blaine’s 
father Duane Smith. “We got down 
to the field and they were already 
attending to him. They did a great 
job of keeping him still, removing his 
facemask and stabilizing his neck.” 
Smith continued, “He was on the 
ground for a long time. They loaded 
him onto the stretcher and took him 
to the hospital in Norman.” 

Blaine was playing defensive end 
when the injury occurred. “It was 
third and goal on the one yard line, 
Marshall Veal and I hit the Bridge 
Creek running back, each of us from 
opposite sides. The running back 
was sandwiched and I had nowhere 
to go. Next thing I knew I was on 
the ground. Everything went black. 
Blake Stringer and the ref were 
standing over me,” said Blaine. 

That night a doctor (Dr. Cook) from 
UCLA was attending in the Norman 
hospital and noticed on Blaine’s 
x-rays that he needed surgery and 
needed it now. “The doctor from 
UCLA came in and told us his C5 and 
C6 vertebra were fractured and he 
needed to operate in the next 30 
minutes. The surgery took three 
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to four hours to complete,” 
explained Duane. “There was 
still a large crowd of friends, 
parents and family in the 
hospital at 4am. Blaine was 
taken to his room around 4:30-
5am and that’s when we saw 
some movement.” The surgery 
was successful, but the extent of 
the injuries was still a mystery. 
Sick from the pain medication, 
Blaine was showing signs of 
movement in his hands, arms 
and legs. “When I first got out 
of surgery it was hard to move 
anything. I asked if I could grab 
a glass of water myself and 
I couldn’t even grab it. Four 
hours after surgery I had to 
use the restroom, they were 
going to help me but I said no. I 
just really wanted to do things 
for myself.”

Soon after his release from the 
hospital Smith began his own 

form of recovery. Squeezing 
and throwing a tennis ball 
with his mother, Smith was 
determined to get out of the 
wheelchair and back on his feet. 
But his ultimate goal was much 
more than that. He wanted to 
play baseball. “Learning how 
to squeeze my hand was tough, 
it was the hardest part. When 
I first got out of surgery the 
only thing I could do was touch 
my index finger to my thumb. 
I asked my mom what I was 
going to do and she said we’re 
not going to have any down 
time. We’ll work on it until 
we get it down. I was literally 
working on getting better as 
soon as I was out of surgery,” 
said Blaine. 

Less than 90 days after that 

night against Bridge Creek, 
Blaine was ready to play 
baseball. “That was a special 
moment. You’re scared and 
excited at the same time. We 
knew he was pushing it. I knew 
his recovery was going good, 
but his resolve to get back on 
his feet and play baseball is 
really a credit to him. It say’s a 
lot about him,” said Duane. 

Blaine made every moment 
count on the diamond having 
his best year at the plate 
batting .402 and receiving the 
honor of Defensive Player of 
the Year for the second year 
in a row. “Being a catcher and 
knowing there can be plays at 
the plate, I was kind of nervous. 
I was only 90 days out of 
surgery so I had some nerves. 
But as soon as that first pitch 
was thrown everything got off 
my chest. I felt natural. It was 

awesome,” said Blaine. Now 
he prepares for college life 
and college baseball. “Doing 
my thing on the baseball 
field. Blake Stringer is coming 
to play with me as well. I’m 
looking forward to meeting 
new people and playing out of 
state. There’s other catchers on 
the team, but I want to build up 
my arm strength and compete 
for playing time as soon as I get 
there.”

Some people are born to 
become great leaders while 
others join the ranks of many 
who become role players in 
life. A select few are chosen to 
inspire. Blaine Smith is one of 
those chosen few selected to 
inspire. 


